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in a bipartisan fashion to save lives and serve
America. I look forward to continuing to
work together to make the .08 standard a re-
ality.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this letter.

Message to the Congress Reporting
on Appropriations for B–2 Bombers

March 31, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Department of De-

fense Appropriations Act, 1998, Public Law
105–56 (1997), and section 131 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 1998, Public Law 105–85 (1997), I cer-
tify to the Congress that no additional B–
2 bombers should be procured during this
fiscal year.

After considering the recommendations of
the Panel to Review Long-Range Air Power
and the advice of the Secretary of Defense,
I have decided that the $331 million author-
ized and appropriated for B–2 bombers in
Fiscal Year 1998 will be applied as follows:
$174 million will be applied toward complet-
ing the planned Fiscal Year 1998 baseline
modification and repair program and $157
million will be applied toward further up-
grades to improve the deployability, surviv-
ability, and maintainability of the current B–
2 fleet. Using the funds in this manner will
ensure successful completion of the baseline
modification and repair program and further
enhance the operational combat readiness of
the B–2 fleet.

The Panel to Review Long-Range Air
Power also provided several far-reaching rec-
ommendations for fully exploiting the poten-
tial of the current B–1, B–2, and B–52 bomb-
er force, and for upgrading and sustaining
the bomber force for the longer term. These
longer term recommendations warrant care-
ful review as the Department of Defense

prepares its Fiscal Year 2000–2006 Future
Years Defense Program.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 31, 1998.

Videotaped Remarks for the
Memorial Service in Jonesboro,
Arkansas

March 29, 1998

Hillary and I wish we could be with you
all as you remember and give thanks for the
lives of Natalie Brooks, Paige Ann Herring,
Stephanie Johnson, Brittany Varner, and
Shannon Wright.

Our prayers have been with their families
and with all of you over these last few days.
Every one of them made Jonesboro a better
place. Every one of them had much to live
for and much still to give. For now, you must
all be thankful for the cherished memories
you have.

Like all of you, I do not understand what
dark force could have driven young people
to do this terrible thing. As President, I have
seen many children killed by political fanat-
ics, but in some ways, this is even harder
to grasp. For now, all we can do is to pray
for peace and healing for their families and
for Jonesboro. And, indeed, we should pray
for the families of the two young suspects,
for their suffering, too, must be grievous.

Saint Paul reminds us that we all see things
in this life through a dark glass, that we only
partly understand what is happening to us.
But one day, face to face with God, we will
see all things, even as He sees us.

For four fine young girls and an outstand-
ing teacher, that day has come. May God
bless them, their families, and all of you.

NOTE: These remarks were videotaped in the
afternoon on March 28 in Johannesburg, South
Africa. They were released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on March 31 for the memorial
service that evening.
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